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1) Preparing for unavoidable transformations in a democratic manner

From the issue of the control of sdentific innovation to the organisation of trade and finencd
relaions, from terroriam to dimate change, from povety to AIDS more and more people,
probably the mgority of the worlds populaion, have become conscious that the
interdependercies between societies and with the biosphere wont be properly sheped by the
continud expangon of markets and that current modd s for development are ineffective.

Duiing the 21% century our thought sysems and the regulation of economic, politicd and socid
relations will undergo deep transformations.

The world is not a piece of merchandise.  Ancther globdisation then that of markets is necessary
and possble  Trandormations ae urgent but the question of how to go about desgning
dternatives in a democratic fashion remains unanswered. The Alliance for a Responsble, Plurd
and United World, an internationd movement of dtizens of different nations, is focused on
addressng this chdlenge.

2) Reflecting al of globa society's diversity

The mgor chdlenge congds in representing the three dimensons of globad socety's diversty:
the diversty of the worlds regions, the diversty of sodd and professond milieus and the
diverdty of issues a dake  The work of the Alliance was organised around eech of these
diverdties 0 asto build networks of exchange and reflection and so asto define future prospects.

3) Prefiguring a planetary parliament

Through its paticipants and its methods this World Assembly has prefigured a Plaetary
Paliament where dl those of different socio-professond milieus and of different regions of the
world, concerned about building the future in a peaceful manner, would be represented. It
brought together 400 participants that, between them dl, reflected the diversty of world society.
Thus Ada and in paticular China and India represented the largest groups of paticipants, and
al the regions of the world were represented in an equitable manner.  Thus, twenty-five different
soco-professond milieus, fishermen and famers, union leaders and CEOs, stientits and
academics, women and young people, locd dected offidas and internationa civil servants, army
officasand legd professonsweredl represented.

The World Assambly showed that it was both technicaly and humanly possble to find people
from each region of the world and from each milieu that were representetive of their society,
open to didogue and conscious of their own responghilities  Each participant carried with them
aparticular set of idess, experiences and perspectives.

4) Designing an agenda for the Assembly based on the concerns of the participants



The World Assambly waan't a typicd internationd conference with themes and speskers fixed in
advance.  On the contrary, it was necessary to dlow discusson between participants to occur
without condraints so that the priorities for world change could fredy emerge from within the
confluence of individuds shared concerns.  This is why each participant committed him/hersdf
to paticipaing continudly during the eight days of an assambly that unfolded in three phases a
firs phase brought together socid or professond milieus, a second was theme-based, a third was
based on regions.

5) ldentifying the concerns of different milieus and discovering common priorities

In the Assembly's firgt phase the participants met in 20 "collegid” workshops thet grouped
together individuas from different continents belonging to the same socid and professiond
milieu. Thisfirg phase involved identifying what, according to each milieu, were the priorities
for change for the next decades. \When the various conclusions were assembled three essentidl
lessons emerced.

Thefirg lesson was that didogue is possible and rich between people thet belong to the same

milieu but thet livein completdy different contexts. Together, they manage to define the same
common priorities.

The second lesson was that when we compare the priorities of the different milieus we obsarve a
great ded of common traits: beyond traditiond differences there is undoubtedly aworld society
thet istrying to define itsdf and whose concerns vis-& vis the future are comparable. Seventeen
common chalenges could thus be identified.

Thethird lesson was that the issues and transformations most often referred to were those that
concerned, on the one hand, ethics and thought systlems, and on the other, governance and
regulatory sysems. Humanity has evolved quickly over the ladt fifty years, under the influence
of rgpid scientific, technical and economic transformations. Modes of thinking and regulations
haven't kept up with these transformations. Reducing this gap is a shared necessity.

6) Desgning together a Human Respongbilities Charter: the Lille Charter

Each sodio- professona milieu aso debated the necessity and nature of athird ethicd pillar for
theinternational community, longsde the United Nations Charter and the Universd Human
Rights Dedaration that, drafted a the wake of the Second World War, remain the only ethicd
and palitica references accepted by the mgority of the world's nations. Thework of the
Asmbly has demondrated a remarkable convergence of viewpants around the idea of the need
for athird pillar that would this time underline Human Responsibilities and thet, during the 21%
century, would serve as areference in the drafting of internationd law and as a guide of conduct
for each socid and professona milieu and for each of the world's peoples.



The discussons that took place within each milieu and then between milieusled to a Charter
project thet was presented & Lille during the closing ceremony. Inview of theincressngly
meassiveimpact of humanity on the biogphere aswell asthe irreversible interdependence that
exigs between human societies, the issue of respongbility, both individua and collective, has
new implications. Responghility exists because choices exist and because we must dedl
amultaneoudy with issues that are too often disassociated: immeaterid development and materid
deve opment, peace and judtice, the progress of individud forms of knowledge and of the spirit of
co-operation, the demand for the recognition of one's own dignity and the dignity of others
economic development and the repect of ecologica equilibrium.

7) The broad outline of a strategy for common challenges

During the Assembly's second phase, participants met in workshops to work on the seventeen
common chalenges identified at the end of the preceding phase. For each of these, aworkshop
of twenty individuas, comprising people from different milieus, set about desgning the summary
of adrategy.

This reflection has been nourished by an internationd reflection conducted within the Alliance
sance 1994 that saw the drafting of sixty proposal booklets covering the various fidds of humen
activity. The convergence that can be observed between these proposa booklets and the forms of
drategy identified during the World Citizens Assembly isremarkable. The proposdsthat have
emerged from the Alliance's work and those that emerged during the Assembly can be grouped
into seven chapters that comprise the summary of a strategy for change for the 21% century.

Chap. 1 Promoting aset of ethics for respongbility, peace, tolerance and plurdism;
trandating these ethics into acts within each milieu

Chap. 2 Changing our outlook on the planet and promoting an education for al thet will
equip people and sodieties for confronting the challenges of the 21 century; designing, asa
savicefor dl sodety, tools of underganding of the world in dl its wedth and complexity

Chap. 3 Devisng anew gpproach to the economy that isfavourableto al of society and the
preservation of the biosphere

Chap.4 Esablishing a every leve, from the locd to the globd, alegitimate governance that
is both democretic and efficent

Chap.5 Anchoring internationd sructuration in various socio-professond milieus and
organised socid forces that are conscious of their respongibilities; establishing partnerships
between organisations and public authorities where rolesare dearly defined.

Chap. 6 Bringing a baance to governance mechanisms that is favourable to the weskest
socid groups or countries and that thus alows them to participate in world affairs, benefit
from red rights and be in a postion to fully vindicate these rights, and be full-fledged
dtizens

Chap. 7 Confronted with the new chalenges that face humanity, in particular those thet
concern the protection and the management of the biogphere, creating new public regulations
and resiging the domination of commerdd rdations.

For each chapter severd hundred concrete proposals were presented and debated ether in the
proposa booklets or during the Assembly.



8) Initiating a reflection on the implementation of these Strategies in each region of
the world

Thethird phase of the Assembly was dso carried out within workshops that were now based on
world regions. Here as wel we noted the desire and possibility of genuine dialogue and observed
astime progressed the birth of networks and projects for common work and actions, from the
building of an internationd network of schools of peace to anew didogue between African
societies and Pergan- gpesking peoples set gpart by higtory and borders. These innumeraole
contacts will be one of the starting points for the acts that grow out of the Assembly.

9) Consolidating the ties between the loca gpproach and the global approach;
rooting this processin the society of Nord Pas de Cdais

There isn't on the one hand a globd redity and on the other alocd redity. On the contrary, each
local Stuation is degply modified by what is hgppening on the globd leve and, inversdy, globa
redity is nothing more than a combingtion of events that are each rooted in aterritory or culture.
Thisiswhy the regiond sodety of the Nord Pas de Cdas was degply involved in the preparation
of the World Citizens Assambly.

Thirteen regiond colleges incorporating unemployed individuds aswell as CECs,

neighbourhood residents as well as farmers, interrdigions groups as wel as academics, came
together in order to bring their own reflections and perspectives to the World Assembly.
Representatives from each of these milieus participated in the Assembly and the outlook thet this
regiona society provided was confronted with the outlooks emanating from other regions of the
world. The didogue, firgt between the various milieus of regiond society, then between the Nord
Region and the rest of the world, turned out to be not only possible but rich. Following this
exchange, eech milieu is now drafting its own proposal notebook. All of the results of their work
will soon be published.

Inthe wake of the Assembly, this reflection will incorporate a strategy for building avison of the
future that has been sketched at the world level. The Regiond Council of the Nord Pas de Cdas
support for the holding of this Assembly highlighted the link between the promotion of active
dtizenship a theloca leve and the globdisation of ditizenship. Thislink can only grow more
important in the years to come.

10)  Inventing together what will emerge in the wake of the Assembly

The Assambly assigned itsdlf extremdy ambitious gods reflecting the world's diversty,
inventing the necessary methods for building dialogue and a callective reflection, designing the
summary of agtrategy for change for the 21% century, proposing a plan for aHumen
Responghilities Charter. All of these different goals have been attained.



But these achievements call for follow-up acts: the debating of the Human Respongbilities
Charter and itstrandaion into a code of conduct for different milieus; the organisation of
Nationd and Regiond Citizens Assemblies; trandating dements of Srategy into aplan for long:
term action; the consolidation of loca and world-wide networks.



